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REPORT 

 

The Department of Chemistry, Sacred Heart College, Thevara in association with Prof. K.V. 

Thomas Endowment Trust, Agency for Non-conventional Energy and Rural Technology 

(ANERT) and Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment (KSCSTE) 

organized a two-day workshop on “sustainable energy storage and conversion”. The workshop 

was conducted on 15th (Monday) and 16th (Tuesday) January, 2018. The objective of this 

workshop was to provide a forum for experts, researchers and students to discuss the recent 

advances in fuel cells, solar energy conversion devices, energy storage devices such as batteries 

and super capacitors and the impact of functional/nanomaterials on energy conversion and 

storage efficiencies. It also aimed at helping the post-graduate students to narrow-down their 

research interests in to the vast and intriguing fields of energy storage and conversion. 

 

On the first day (15 January, 2018), the registration formalities started at the registration 

desk from 9:00 am onwards. All the registered candidates were provided with the course 

material containing the handouts of the presentations, writing pad and a pen. The formal 

inaugural ceremony was started at 9:30 am with a prayer. The Manager, Fr. Dr. Augustine 

Thottakkara CMI was the president of the inaugural meeting. The Head of The Department 

(HoD) welcomed all the delegates and other participants of the programme. Dr. Joseph T. 

Moolayil introduced the Prof. K V Thomas Endowment Workshop and its background. The 

workshop was formally inaugurated by Dr. Vijayamohanan K. Pillai, Director, CSIR-CECRI, 

Karaikudi. In his keynote address, he talked on the topic “Electrochemical Energy Storage: 

Sustainable options for the future using engineered carbon”, introducing the conference topic. 

The formal inauguration came to an end by 11:30 am after the vote of thanks by Dr. K. B. Jose. 

 

The first session of the workshop was handled by Dr. Vijayamohanan K Pillai on the 

topic “what is super about super capacitors?” The post lunch session was on the topic 

“rechargeable batteries: materials, technologies and recent trends” by Dr. M. M. Shaijumon, 

IISER, Thiruvananthapuram. The programme on the first day came to an end by 4:15 pm.  

 

The second day (16 January, 2018-Tuesday) was devoted to energy conversion 

systems.  The first speaker was Dr. Anil Verma from IIT Delhi. He made a 2.5 hour 

presentation on the topic “Fundamentals of Electrochemical Storage and Conversion Devices: 



Fuel cells and redox flow batteries. The post-lunch session was handled by Dr. Suraj Soman, 

DST-Inspire Faculty, NIIST, Thiruvannthapuram. His presentation was on “Solar 

Photovoltaics: Fundamentals and emerging trends”. He also exhibited some prototype 

materials and devices used in solar systems during his 2 hour-long presentation. In the 

valedictory meeting, the Principal, Dr. Prasant Palackappillil CMI urged the participants to 

adopt ‘green ways of living and consuming the resources’ for saving the ‘mother earth’. The 

workshop formally came to an end by 4: 30 pm. All the participants were provided with the 

certificates duly signed by the Director of Collegiate Education, Fr. Principal and the HoD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHOTO: 

 

Dr. D. Vijayamohanan K Pillai Inaugurating the National Workshop on Sustainable 

Energy Storage and Conversion (15/01/2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




