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REPORT
Background

“wWalk with Scholar” is a mentoring program functioning under the “New Initiatives in Higher
Education” of the Department of Collegiate Education, Government of Kerala. This scheme
introduces the idea of mentoring to under graduate students and builds on the concept of
mentor as a ‘Guide’ and ‘Friend’. Mentoring is a process where a mentor with greater experience
and wisdom guides the mentee to develop both personally and professionally. The Scheme aims
at giving necessary orientation to needy students, to prepare them for employment and give
them necessary guidance, motivation and necessary mental support to identify appropriate areas
for higher study as well as employment. Sacred Heart College, Thevara organized a training
program for the internal mentors of the college on January 29, 2016.
Inaugural Session

The program started with a silent prayer. Prof. Sibi K. I., welcomed the participants and
the resource person Fr. Varghese Puthussery CMLI. He introduced the resource person to the
participants and mentioned about the program. Rev. Dr. Jose John CM, Vice-Principal, Sacred
Heart College inaugurated the program and delivered the inaugural address. Rev. Dr. Jose
Kuriedathu CMI was the chief guest for the function. He reminded the mentors of the social
responsibility of teachers. The resource persons for the program was Rev. Dr. Varghese
Puthusssery CMI, Member Academic council, Sacred Heart College, Thevara

Technical Session

In the technical session, Fr. Varghese Puthusssery gave an insight about the relationship
between a student and a teacher.

He mentioned that their relationship plays a large role in the trajectory of a student’s
academic success and social development. Establishing a positive relationship with their teacher
helps a student feel more comfortable and safe in their classroom environments. He pointed that
building rapport with the students and establishing as their mentor is an excellent way to
motivate the students to attend classes which in turn would improve academic achievement. He
explained that consistent communication, an emotionally safe learning space, mutual respect,
trust and true equity are the key elements of a strong student teacher relationship.

Dr. Ramakrishnan S delivered the vote of thanks.
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