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Seminar on Urban Environment Issues with special focus on Cochin 

Title: Seminar on Urban Environment Issues with special focus 

on Cochin 

Date: 2.12.2014 to 3.12.2014 

Venue: Melesius Hall 

Focus of the Event: Skill Development 

Organizing Body: Department of Zoology 

Resource Person:  Tony Chemmany, Kochi Mayor 

Total Number of Attendees: 105 

 

 

 

Event Report 

The metropolitan city of Cochin has its own environmental issues. Being at sea level it 

faces the problem of water logging during heavy monsoon period. Mosquitoes and 

water borne diseases are twin brothers of this place. The ever-increasing quantity of 
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solid wastes due to the unpolished consumerist habit of the city dwellers and the 

inappropriate mechanism for its disposal has made the situation worse. The marshy 

areas in and around the city which form the buffers of rainwater are rampantly being 

filled for construction activities at an alarming rate. Along with the promising future of 

economic development, the ecological crisis it might cause largely remained ignored. 

The Seminar was instrumental in inviting the attention of academicians, scientists, 

policy makers, researchers, students and the public of the city of Kochi to the problems 

concerned with the future of the place where they are living. The seminar also gave a 

rare opportunity for the students of the Dept. of Zoology who are specializing in 

environmental science in particular and other students in general to interact with the 

experts and to think along with them to find practical solutions to some of the problems 

they are studying only at theoretical level in the classrooms. 

During the two-day seminar, fruitful deliberations and discussions were held on various 

aspects of urban environmental issues including, urban environment and land use: 

challenges and opportunities; population, urban development and environment; 

urbanization and climate change; urban biodiversity and conservation; role of parks, 

gardens, wastelands and wetlands in enhancing urban environmental quality; urban 

solid waste management: environmental issues; industrializations and its impact on 

urban environment, etc. All the deliberations and discussions were very informative, as 

well as thought provoking and suggestive of future actions. Perhaps the highlight of the 

seminar was a Panel Discussion on the Environmental Issues of Cochin conducted on 

the second day of the seminar. Through this event, the college could bring in all 

stakeholders including representatives from the local self-government, The Greater 

Cochin Development Authority, Cochin Port Trust, Kochi Metro Rail Ltd., State Pollution 

Control Board, Residents Associations, as well as environmental activists and civic 

representations into a single platform to discuss the various issues faced by the city and 

their possible remedial measures.  
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Event Brochure 
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Additional Photos 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NAAC Accreditation 4
th

 Cycle 

SACRED HEART COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS) 

KOCHI, KERALA – 682013 

|| www.shcollege.ac.in || 

|| iqac@shcollege.ac.in||       0484 2870577 ||        

   Criterion 3: Research, Innovations and Extension 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Sheets 
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