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National Seminar on Feminist Autobiography: Gendered Subalternity
Discovering 'Her'Self

Title: National Seminar on Feminist Autobiography:
Gendered Subalternity Discovering 'Her'Self

Date: 28-29.10.2014

Venue: Melesius Hall

Focus of the Event: Research Methodology

Organizing Body: Department of English

Resource Person: Meena Kandaswamy, Writer and Activist

Total Number of Attendees: | 70

Event Report

The Department of English, Sacred Heart College organized a two day UGC sponsored
National Seminar titled “Dalit Feminist Autobiography: Gendered Subalternity
Discovering Her- Self "on 28th and 29th October, 2014. The seminar to explored how
female Dalit narratives of self-seek alternative ways to construct a historiography
parallel to the elite as well as the subaltern male historiographies. The seminar centred
its focus on Dalit female articulations like autobiographies, diaries and other textual
forms that attempt to construct the identity of Dalit female by personalizing and
fictionalizing history.

The event was inaugurated by renowned poet and activist Meena Kandasamy. The
seminar featured speakers including Sunny Kapikkaad, Dalit activist; Dr.Jayarajan,
social anthropologist and Roopesh Kumar, film maker. 70 Participants requested for the
seminar.. Dr. C. S. Francis, Head of the Department of English and Prf. Rajesh James
were the coordinators of the seminar. Many participants presented papers on various
topics related to the Seminar. A performance of Chamundi Theyyam - a traditional
performative art form of Malabar was organized on the eve of the second day of the
seminar.
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Event Brochure

‘Department of English
THE (i 10080 acro s
College (Autonomous) is one of the
cldest PG departments under

the MG University, Kottayam.

One among the prestigious
‘postgraduate centres in the state,

wie attract a wide cross-section of
students from all over Kerala.

The department takes pride in the
fact that since 1996 it has been
initiating research and exploration

in frontior areas of literary and
cultural studies through the annual
Dan Memorial National Seminat.

In addition, the department organises
atleast two national/international
seminars/workshops each year
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UGC SPONSORED NATIONAL SEMINAR
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11.16-1.00 prm: 15t Session —
‘Dalit Feminist Autoblography: A Critique
Meena Kandaswamy, Poet, Activist, Author

Lunch Break
23 pmi Session [l

Our Fathers: Filming Dalit Self
‘Rupesh Kumar, Dalit Film Maker
3-4 pm: Paper prosentations
6-9 pm: Theyyam Performance:
Chamundi and Kandanar Kelan
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ways to construct a historiography parallel 1o the.
elite as well s the subaltern male historiographies.

seminar centers its focus on Dalit female

of Dalit female by personalizing and fictionalizing
history.
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