


The tendency of quantitative data 

To concentrate around a particular value

Is called central tendency



It represents the whole series

It conveys a general idea about the whole group.

It is a value around which other values cluster.

It is a value lying between the maximum and minimum values.

It is generally located at the centre of the distribution.

It is found by dividing the sum of the data by the no: of items in

the data set.

It is also called the “mean”



“An Average Is A Figure That Represents 

The Whole Group”



1.Arithmetic Mean

2.Median

3.Mode

4.Geometric Mean

5.Harmonic Mean





Simplifies complexity

of the data

Data can be easily 

understood



Data can be expressed in numbers.

It reveals the salient features of the data.

Ex: Average marks of a student in different 

subjects reveals the efficiency of the student.





Comparing two sets of data.

Ex: Average income of Indians and Americans reveals that Americans 

are economically better then Indians.





It helps in formulation of policies.

Ex: If average sales in a shop is very poor, 

the shop owner has to formulate 

policies to increase the sales.





The basic purpose of statistical analysis is to develop the

summary measures which will describe the data adequately.



It gives the summary of mass of facts.

It possess the characteristics of the whole group.










