


- born November 6, 1952
- American writer. 
- He is best known for his 1998 novel The Hours, which won the Pulitzer 
Prize for Fiction and the PEN/Faulkner Award in 1999. 

-Cunningham is a senior lecturer of creative writing at Yale University.



His Novels

• 1984 Golden States
• 1990 A Home at the End of the World
• 1995 Flesh and Blood
• 1998 The Hours
• 2005 Specimen Days
• 2010 By Nightfall
• 2014 The Snow Queen



• The book concerns three generations of women 
affected by a Virginia Woolf novel-Mrs. 
Dalloway(1925)

1.  Virginia Woolf  writing Mrs. Dalloway in 1923 
and struggling with her own mental illness. 

2.  Mrs. Brown, wife of a World War II veteran, who 
is reading Mrs. Dalloway in 1949 as she plans her 
husband's birthday party. 

3.  Clarissa Vaughan, a bisexual, who plans a party 
in 1999 to celebrate a major literary award 
received by her good friend and former lover, the 
poet Richard, who is dying of an AIDS-related 
illness.



Characters in Virginia Woolf’s Story

1923
• Virginia Woolf
• Leonard Woolf- Virginia's husband;
• Vanessa Bell- Virginia's sister.
• Nelly - Virginia and Leonard's cook.
• Julia, Quentin and Angelica- Vanessa's children.



Characters in Laura Brown’s Story

1949
• Laura Brown
• Dan Brown- Laura's husband;
• Richie Brown - Laura's son;
• Kitty - her neighbour.
• Mrs Latch- Babysitter.



Characters in Clarissa Vaughan’s Story 

1999
• Clarissa Vaughan
• Sally- Clarissa's partner;
• Richard Brown- Clarissa's friend, Laura Brown's son;
• Louis Waters- Richard's former lover, friend of 

Richard and Clarissa;
• Julia Vaughan- Clarissa's daughter;
• Mary Krull- Julia's friend.



� The novel begins with the suicide of Virginia Woolf in 1941 by 
drowning herself in the Ouse, a river in Sussex, England.

� Even as she is drowning, Virginia marvels at everyday sights 
and sounds.

� Leonard Woolf, her husband, finds her suicide note
� Virginia's dead body floats downstream where life, in the 

form of a mother and child going for a walk, goes on as if 
Virginia is still taking in all the sights and sounds.

� I don't think two people could have been happier than we have 
been.





� “She herself has failed. She is not a writer at all, really; 
she is merely a gifted eccentric”(p.4)

� “She imagines turning around, taking the stone out of 
her pocket, going back to the house. She could probably 
return in time to destroy the notes. She could live on; 
she could perform that final kindness. Standing knee 
deep in the moving water, she decides against it” (p.5).

� “I don’t think two people could have been happier than 
we two have been” (p.7)

� “Virginia’s body at the river’s bottom, as if she is 
dreaming on the surface, the stick, the boy and his 
mother, the sky and the rooks”(p.8)







Mrs. Dalloway
� “There are still flowers to buy. Clarrisa feigns 

exasperation, leaves Sally cleaning the bathroom, and 
runs out, promising to be back in half an hour. It is 
Newyork city. It is the end of the twentieth 
century”(p.9)

� “She, Clarissa Vaughn, an ordinary person at this age,( 
why bother trying to deny it?), has flowers to buy and a 
party to give” (p.10)

� She is 52
� “The name Mrs. Dalloway had been Richard’s idea”
� “It would have been almost a full month since Richard 

left Louis’s bed and came into hers”



� “Tonight she will give her party. She will fill the room of 
her apartment with food and flowers, with people of wit 
and influence. She will shepherd Richard through it, see 
that he doesn’t overtire, and then she will escort him 
uptown to receive his prize”(p.13)

� “Richard has always been clarissa’s most rigorous 
infuriating companion, her best friend, and if Richard 
were still himself, untouched by illness they could be 
together right now, arguing about…” (p.19)

� “Richard will neither admit to nor recover from his 
dislike of her, never; he will never discard his private 
conviction that Clarissa has, at heart, become a society 
wife, and never mind the fact that she and Sally do not 
attempt t disguise their love for anyone’s sake..”(p. 20)



� We are having a party tonight, for a friend who’s just 
won his big-deal literary award”

“the Pulizter”?
‘No. It’s called the Carrouthers Prize”



Mrs. Woolf
� It is a suburb of London. It is 1923
� Virginia awakens. This might be another way to begin, 

certainly, with Clarissa going on an errand on a day in June.
� Dreams that she is in a park
� “Virginia awakens again. She is here, in her bed room at 

Hogarth House”.
� “He is still at times astonished by her. She may be the most 

intelligent woman in England, he thinks. Her books may be 
read for centuries. He believes this more ardently than 
anyone else”

� She picks up her pen.
� “Mrs Dalloway said she would buy the flowers herself”





Mrs. Brown
� It is Los Angeles. It is 1949.
� Laura Brown is trying to lose herself. No, that is not it 

exactly- she is trying to keep herself by gaining entry 
into a parallel world. She lays the book face down on her 
chest. Already her bedroom(no, their bedroom)feels 
more densely inhabited, more actual, because a 
character named Mrs. Dalloway is on her way to buy 
flowers

� Laura glances at the clock on the night stand. It is half 
past seven.

� She should be there, shouldn’t she?



� She will read one more page. One more page, to calm 
and locate herself, then she will get out of the bed

� In another world, she might have spent her whole life 
reading. 

� So now she is Laura Brown. Laura Zielski, the solitary 
girl. The incessant reader, is gone, and here in her 
place is Laura Brown

� She does not dislike her child, does not dislike her 
husband. She will rise and be cheerful

� About to go onstage and perform in a play for which 
she is not appropriately dressed, and for which she is 
not adequately rehearsed. What she wonders is wrong 
with her(p.43)





� “Good morning”..her husband says
� “Happy birthday”..she says
� For a while they are absorbed in the ritual of his 

leaving: the taking on of jacket and briefcase; the 
flurry of kisses; the waves, he from over his shoulder as 
he crosses the lawn to the drive way, Laura and Richie 
from behind the screen door.

� Here is then, is the daily transition. With her husband 
present, she is more nervous but less afraid. She knows 
how to act. Alone with Richie, she sometimes feels 
unmoored-he is so entirely persuasively himself. He 
wants what he wants so avidly. 

� Alone with the child, though she loses direction. She 
cant always remember how a mother would act.





� She says: “we are going to make him the best cake he’s 
ever seen. The very best. Don’t you think that’s a good 
idea”?

� Laura watches him through the meandering vine of 
cigeratte smoke. She will not go upstairs, and return to 
her book. She will remain. She will do all that’s 
required, and more
















