
What is Enlightenment?

-By Immanuel Kant



Age of Enlightenment

• It was a philosophical movement which 

dominated the world of ideas in the 18th 

century.

• The principal goals of this period were   

liberty,progress,reason,tolerance,fraternity     

and ending the abuses of the Church and 

the State.



• Immanuel Kant 

(1724-1804) was a 

German philosopher 

who was considered 

as the central figure 

of modern philosophy.



• Kant's essay addresses the causes for 

lack of enlightenment and the 

preconditions necessary for people to 

enlighten themselves.

• It is necessary for people to throw away 

their spoon-fed dogmas and formulas that 

they have absorbed so that they are 

intellectually autonomous.



• This essay was published in 1784 by 

philosopher Immanuel Kant as an answer 

to the question posed by Reverend 

Johann Friedrich Zollner.

• In this essay Kant says that lack of 

enlightenment is not lack of intellect 

but lack of courage.



• This is the first page 

of the 1799 edition of 

the essay.







• Kant says that majority of the people of the 

society are content to follow the guiding 

institutions of the society like the Church and 

the Monarchy.

• He also says that people are uncomfortable 

to be thinking for themselves and always  

want someone else to dictate what should 

be done.



• Kant says that religion involves following a 

number of set doctrines or rules which 

prevents the enlightenment of mankind.

• Kant also says that the monarch should 

allow his subjects to do or think whatever 

they find necessary. 

• He also says that the King should                      

• give freedom to the arts and sciences.


