
PUBLIC



DEFINITION OF PUBLIC 

• The public is an aggregation of persons, moving in a common 
universe of discourse, confronted by an issue or a value , divided in an 
opinion regarding ways to meet the issue or to appraise the value and 
engaging in discussion. -Mazumdar.

• A public is a scattered group of people who share an interest in a 
particular topic. -Horton and Hunt.

• Public is a subsatantial number of people with a shared interest in 
some issues on which there are differing opinions- Ian Robbertson



NATURE OF PUBLIC

• . A dispersed group.

• A deliberate group.
• Definite issue. 

• Lack of organization. 

• Disagreement. 

• Self awareness.

• Other points on nature of public: 

• 1) A public has core members and fringe members. 
• 2) The composition of members changes.

• 3) Individual can be members of many public at same time. 

• 4) Social changes is decided upon within democracy.



Difference between crowd &public

• 1. A crowd is transient and impulsive whereas the public does not 
exhibit emotional intensity and impulsiveness.

• 2. In the crowd there are expectancy, enthusiasm and excitement; in 
the public there is an absence of excitement and tension. 

• 3. Public is a scattered group of people whereas the members of a 
crowd collect at one place—a scene of incident or accident



• .

• 4. Public is a critical group whereas in a crowd no critical discussion is 
possible. In the public, discussion is essential which is generally free 
and unimpassioned.

• 5. The members of a public have common interests but are not like-
minded as in crowd. They show differences of opinion over common 
issues.

• 6. In the crowd, the contact between its members is personal and 
face-to-face while in the public the contact is through communication 
by means of press, TV, radio, etc. Public is not necessarily a face-to-
face group.



• 7. In the crowd, there is contagion through contact; in the public, 
there is contagion without contact.

• 8. A public is a much bigger group than a crowd.

• 9. The crowd is more suggestible than the public.

• 10. The crowd is an ecstatic aggregation while the public is a rational 
group.



• 11. The crowd generates and expresses emotion and nulls to a 
dominating collective impulse; the public deliberates in regard to 
issue on the basis of facts and evidence.

• 12. The crowd reaches unanimity through the development of 
rapport; the public arrives at a consensus through the clash and 
modification of opinion.

• 13. Public has long life than crowds which dissolve through fatigue or 
discomfort of the members. People disperse as soon as the objective 
is achieved.


















