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Interview

Mapping I e  Margins:
asamy

Conducted at Sdcr€d Heart College in KDchi, India on 12 Noucmbcr 2015\

Sathyaraj  Venkatesan  and

Ahemca  Caste-based discrimination  is a  grotesque socio-politi-
cal reality in India. The term "Dalit" (or "untouchable-)  refers to
a  person  bclonging  to  the  lowest  cas.c  in  the  rradirional  Indian
caste  system.  Inspired  by  a.  R.  Ambcdkar.  a  Western-educated
intellectual  and  the  chief archi[ccr  of  the  Indian  constitution.
Dalit writers  have  produced stones of resistance,  stories of caste
discrimination  and  social  ostrac`zation,  and  altcrna[ive  and  par-
allcl  visions  of casteless  socic[ies.  As  an  author  of contemporary
Dalit writings. Mcena Kandasany describes a broad spectrum of
Dalit  experiences,  and  she voices  conccms  that  are  often  iinar-
ticularcd  in  the  mainstream  Indian  literary canon.  In  so  doing,
Kandasamy  not  only  helps  to  interpret  the  rcaliry  confronting
Dalits  but also  reclaims  their lost voices and  idcntiry.  In  conver-
sarion.  Kandasainy spealcs very  much  the `iray she writes-with
blun(ness and warm(h.

Kryrords:  Dalit,  caste  system,  autobiography,  translation,  7Z"
Gypsy Goddess

Meena Kandasamy is an Indian poet, translator, fiction writer, and Dalit
activist  based  in  Chcnnai,  India.  Unlike  many  of her  contcmporarics
such as  Preeti Shenoy, Kiran Manral, and Chirra Bancrjec  Divakaruni,
her  ocuvrc  is  a  rcsponsc  to  issues  related  to  caste  politics.  feminism,
and gender violence that plague contemporary India. As the first Indian
won`an writer to champion the cause of Dalit individuals and their com-
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