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The Two-Day National
Seminar is organized by




10.00 AM Inaugural Session
Inaugural Address: Aclv SebastianPaul

10.45 AM TeaBreak
T.OOAM PlenarySessiont

Dr Nisha Viswanathan, Asst Professor of English,
NIT Trichy: Crisisandthe Critical Imagination

12.30PM LunchBreak

01.30PM Plenary Session 2

Dr Amritha R Krishnan: Drawing the Body in Crisis:
Graphic Medicine as a Site for Health Activism
03.00PM Discussion

03.30PM Tea

03.45 PM Paper Presentations

09.30 AM Paper Presentations
10.30 AM TeaBreak
10.45 AM Plenary Session 3

DrM T Ansanri, Dean of Humanities, UoH: Crisisand
ComparativelLiterature

12.30PM LunchBreak

O01.30PM Plenary Session4
Dr Abey Koshy, SSUS Kalady: Nietzsche's

Ethico-poilitical Thought ata Time of Crisis

03.30PM Valedictory Session

04.00PM Tes
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The contemporary wonrld isincreasingly understood through the
language of crisis—political Instability, ecological catastrophe,
epistemic uncertainty, technological acceleration, ethical erosion, and
the enduring legacies of colonialism, racism, caste hierarchies, and
gendered violence. Literature and philosophy, as critical and reflective
disciplines,do not menrely documentthese crises, they interrogate the
conditions under which crisis itself becomes a dominant mode of
expenrience, governance,andthought

This National Seminar seeks to explore how contemporary
philosophical frameworks and literary practices respond to, theorise,
and reimagine crisis as both a historical realty and a structuring
conceptual paradigm. From a philosophical standpoint, crisis signals a
rupture in inherited systems of meaning and normativity. Thinkers
such as Hannah Arendt, Michel Foucault, Giorgio Agamiben, Judith
Butler, Achille Mbemibe, and Byung-Chul Han have examined how
states of exception, biopalitics, precarity, nedliberal rationalities, and
regimes of survelllance shape subjectivity and social life in late
NModernity. Crisis, IN this sense, iIs Not an occasional disruption but a
systemic and normalized condition emibbedded ineveryday life.

Literature emerges as a crucial site where crisis Is narrated,
embodied, and contested. Contemporary literary texts—across
genres, languages, and geographies—deploy fragmented narratives,
dystopian Imaginaries, testimonial forms, speculative fiction, and
expenrimental aesthetics to articulate experiences that resist stable
representation. Literatures of crisis foreground marginalised voices,
trauMma narratives, ecological anxieties, Mmigrant and refugee
experiences, and the psychic dislocations produced by global
capitalism and digital cultures. Such texts challenge dominant
narratives of progress and coherence, offering instead modes of
storyteling attuned to vulnerability, uncertainty, and survival,

By bringing philosophy and literature into dialogue, the seminar
foregrounds the relationship lbetween conceptual criticque and
aesthetic form. While philosophy offers critical vocalbularies to
analyse crisis, iterature provides affective, narrative, and experiential
INsights into howv crisisis lived and rememibered. Thisseminaramsto
foster interdisciplinary engagement that moves beyond despair,
emphasising cnritical reflection, ethical responsibility, IMmaginative
nesistance, and the possibility of alternative futures.Indoing so, it seeks
to reaffirm the relevance of the humanities in interpreting,
guestioning, and transforming contempporary social realities.

IMPORTANT DATES




Call for Papers

Scholars, researchers, and postgraduate
students are invited to submit original and
unpublished research papers.

Indicative Sub-themes

1. Crisis as Concept: Philosophical
Genealogies and Theoretical Debates

2. Crisis as Event vs. Crisis as Condition

3. Philosophy, Ethics, and Precarious Life

4. Biopolitics, Necropolitics, and Governance
o. Literature, Trauma, Memory, and
Testimony

6. Political Crisis, Authoritarianism, and the
State of Exception

7. Migration, Borders, Statelessness, and
Refugee Narratives

8. Ecological Crisis and Environmental
Hunmanities

9. Capitalism, Neoliberalism, and Affective
Economies of Crisis

10. Pandemics, Health, lliness Narratives, and
Medical Humanities

1. Technology, Digital Culture, Al,and
Epistemic Crisis

12. Gendenr, Race, Caste, and Intersectional
Perspectives

13. Crisis Aesthetics and Contemporary
Literary Forms

14. Global South, Decolonial Thought, and
Indigenous Epistemologies

15. Hope, Resistance, Care Ethics, and
Imagining Futures

(Themes are indicative and not exhaustive.)

Submission Guiclelines
* Abstractlength: Maximum 300 wonrds
* Author bio: Maximum 150 wonrds
« Abstracts must clearly Iindicate the
research question, methodology, and
theoretical framework.
« SubMmissions Mmust be based on original and
unpublished research.
* The abstract should include:

o Title of the papenr

o Name(s) of authonr(s)

o Institutional affiliation(s)

o Email ID and mobile number
« Documentation style: Latest MLA format
» Selected participants may opt for online
presentation, subject to approval.

Regjistration

Faculty: Rs 1000/-

Research Scholars: Rs 750/-
Students: Rs 500/-
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